BBC North Developing Talent Team – who we are and what we do!

 “BBC North is our opportunity for the BBC to get closer to audiences and meet and attract the most talented people we can.  The work of the Developing Talent Team is a key part of this.  It’s all about us making it as easy as possible for the future talent of the BBC, both on air and behind the scenes, to build a relationship with us, no matter of their background.”  Mark Thompson, BBC Director General at the Connect and Create Conference 2010

What we do

We run a series of challenges through the academic year – linking In Scope BBC departments with universities and colleges across the North.  It gives students a crucial insight into how the BBC ticks, the kind of quality of work we expect, contacts in the industry and essential experience of working alongside BBC staff.  And it allows BBC staff to talent spot and develop the best of the best by bringing them in on placement.  It all adds up to getting a pool of talent in the best possible position to get the entry level jobs at MediaCity.

We work with education partners who understand our diversity agenda – students from all backgrounds are encouraged to take part in challenges and given extra encouragement.  Between September and December 2009 for example, we worked with 17 different universities, engaged 1045 students through our projects and challenges… and most importantly more than 70 were talent spotted by BBC departments moving to Salford Quays and brought in on work placement to develop their skills.

At the end of the January 2010 term we had engaged 625 students and generated 25 placements, which included:

· Journalism students on 5Live’s first ever rolling placement scheme, 

· Design students on ideas for furniture for MediaCity, 

· Sports journalist students from the NE on the Rugby 6 Nations challenge 
· More than 240 from right across the patch for our World Cup workshop day and challenge.  

· Mark Thompson and Peter Salmon judged students working with creative heads to come up with a community event, 

BBC North Developing Talent Team Contacts

Lisa Wilson – lisa.wilson@bbc.co.uk – 0161 244 4042

Claire Proffitt – Claire.proffitt@bbc.co.uk – 0161 4402

Kimo Morrison – kimo.morrison@bbc.co.uk – 0161 244 4130

 

